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the SPECTATOR
COMING 2021:
SEATTLE U’S $105 MILLION
CENTER FOR SCIENCE AND INNOVATION
PG. 7
ENCOUNTERING” NICARAGUA THE UNIVERSITY'S TOKENIZATION OF
STUDENTS OF COLOR
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL MAKES
HISTORY
HELP US HELP YOU: FACILITATING
DIALOGUE AND FOSTERING
COMMUNITY
This month, the Spectator has seen a dramatic influxof reader feedback. First,
this increase in engagement has reinforced that we’re covering issues that the
Seattle University community is both interested and invested in. Second, this
indicates that readers care about the way the Spectator writes about these issues
and have a desire to contribute to the coverage.
Increased engagement is healthy for fostering a stronger community and
helpful in providing feedback for our staff. We take the feedback we receive
into careful consideration when we publish each issue. The Spectators unique
position allows us to be hyper-local and engaged with a niche audience, and we
love to hear from you.
We recognize our limitations as a newspaper. Perspectives do not exist as a
binary. Not onlyare thereoften“two sidesto an issue,” but there are almost always
a multitude of voices that go unheard, even when we are our most intentional
and mindful about variety in sources. Wordcounts and page limits restrict us to
employing methods of careful inclusion, but we celebrate when readers supply
us with their voices.
Social media engagement, letters to the editorand in-person responses are just
a few ways that we interact with readers every week (but we’re always tossing up
more creative avenues of accessibility and we’re open to suggestions).
It’s our role to serve as a platform for the Seattle U community to share in
moments of grief, celebration and protest. Amid a complex political landscape,
civicengagement is changing. Thecurrent demographics ofpublic demonstrations,
voter turnout and online debates are indicative ofa shift inpolitical activity. We
hope that the Spectator is embraced as a primary source of information and
discussion, especially for Seattle U issues.
By specializing in news that impacts our readers directly, we aim to be the
most effective Spectator team to date. We recognize that our direct access gives
us the community lead in Seattle U-specific reporting.
We hope that you will continue to support the Spectator in cultivating a
conscientious climate. Echoing the Jesuit values of the community we serve, we
have the power to foster a more just and humane world when you help us share
your story.
—The Spectator Editorial Board
OPINION
KIM WALL AND THE DANGERS
FEMALE REPORTERS FACE
Last Thursdaymarked InternationalWomen’s Day, a global holiday established in
1910 during the International Conference ofWorking Women in Copenhagen.
Coincidentally, on this very day, 108 years later—also in Copenhagen—began the
murder trial for Swedish journalist Kim Wall, who was killed while on assignment
last summer. As a young female journalist, the painful irony is not lost on me.
Wall, then 30 years old, was murdered while aboard a submarine in August
2017 while profiling Danish inventor Peter Madsen, 47. While Madsen has yet
to be convicted in a court oflaw, the evidence strongly suggests his guilt. He
claims Wall’s death was an accident in which he had no part, though he admits
to dismembering and disposing of Wall’s body.
At this point, any guess towardMadsen’s motives are speculative, though one
thing is certain: Wall was murderedwhile asking tough questions and speaking
truth to power. She was murdered for being a journalist. While I understand
the statistical unlikelihood of such events happening, at times, Wall’s story and
others like it make me fear the consequences of doing my job.
According to the non-profit Reporters WithoutBorders, Wall was one of 65
journalistskilled globally in 2017. Twenty-six ofthose killed werevictims ofdeadly
situations like an air-strike or bombing, while the other 39—the majority—were
murderedand “deliberately targeted because their reporting threatenedpolitical,
economic, or criminal interests.”
The Committee to Protect Journalists says 2017 was especially deadly for
women journalists. While the number of journalists killed actually dropped
from the previous year, the rate of female journalists killed increased. In 2016,
female journalistsaccounted for sevenpercent of thosekilled. That number nearly
tripled in 2017, climbing up to 19 percent. In the United States, Black and trans
women were murdered at highly disproportionate rates in comparison to their
white, cis-gendered counterparts.
So, as eager as I am to celebrate International Women’sDay, these events cast
a shadow on the progressmade since the holiday’s inception.
Each day I work as a reporter, I interview powerful men who expect me to
build myself smaller than them and to apologize for acting bigger than them.
At my internship, where I cover crime and breaking news, I am usually the only
female journalist at the scene. The male journalists often lookpast me; it is rare
for them to acknowledge my presence.
Like many women in the workforce today, I haveno choice but to swallow this,
to ignore blatant sexism, keep my head up and work twice as hard to prove my
ability. I have gotten used to situations like this. But what happened to Wall—a
journalist murdered at the hands of toxic masculinity—infuriates and saddens
me beyond words.
I never knew her, but I think about her all the time when I’m in the field
reporting. I never knew her, but I refuse to lether deathbe in vain. I never knew
her, but the anger, sadness and fury I feel over her death pushes me every day to
hold powerful people accountable and to never stop asking tough questions to
the men who wish I’d justbe quiet already.
Wall’s family wrote on her memorial site that, “Kim wanted more women to
be out in the world, brushing up against life.” I didn’t know her, but I will do my
best to fulfill that wish. Rest in peace, Kim. 1987-2017.
—Tess Riski, News & Investigative Editor
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THE WEEK IN REVIEW
Erika Silva
Staff Writer
FORMER RUSSIAN SPY INTENTIONALLY
POISONED TO DEATH-The British police
announced on Wednesday, March 7 that a former
Russian spy and his daughter were poisoned in
a murder attempt. There is no doubt from the
British Government that Sergei V. Skripal, 66,
and Yulia Skripal, 33, were targeted specifically
and intentionally. Some suspect that the Russian
Government and President Vladimir V. Putin are
connected to the poisonings, though this has not
been confirmed. In the past, known enemies of
Putin were found dead in Britain under similar,
strange circumstances. Britain’s Prime Minister,
Theresa May, and her cabinet held a meeting
on Wednesday to discuss the acts of violence
occurring on British soil. The poison that was
used is a type of nerve agent has a sophisticated
and rare chemical composition. Its sophistication
and rarity has led experts to believe a national
government is more likely to be the source of
the agent. A thorough investigation involving all
possible Russian-involved incidents is expected to
follow shortly.
TRUMP ENACTS NEW TARIFFS ON STEEL
AND ALUMINUM IN THE NAME OF NATIONAL
SECURITY—United States President Donald
Trump imposed new tariffs on steel and aluminum
imports from all foreign countries except for
Mexico and Canada on Thursday, March 8. Levies
will be raised 25 percent on steel and 10 percent
on aluminum. Trump created this large-sweeping
trade order by using a provision that allows the
president to act in the name of national security.
In January, the Commerce Department affirmed
through an evaluation that metal imports posed a
threat and therefore the tariff is justified. Canada
and Mexico were excluded because of their
role as key metal importers and allies. The new
order is likely to hit South Korea, China, Japan,
Germany, Turkey and Brazil the hardest. Business
professionals have warned that the tariff could
affect the global supply chain and that the average
consumer will see a rise in prices from appliances
to automobiles.
NEWS
NEW GUN LAWS IN FLORIDA TEETERING IN THE
MIDDLE OF BIPARTISAN EXPECTATIONS-Itlooks
as though Florida may finally lose its nickname
as the “Gunshine State.” On Friday, March 9,
Florida Governor Rick Scott signed into action
gun regulations that will raise the minimum age
for purchasing firearms to 21, extend the wait
time to receive a purchased weapon to three-days
minimum and restrict the possession of bump
stocks—anattachment thatallows for higher rates
of fire. In addition to direct gun restriction, the
mayor has created funding toward school police
officers and mental health facilities. On a more
controversial note, the Florida Senate—in a form
of negotiation—made faculty such as librarians,
coaches and counselors eligible to carry a firearm
in a school. The negotiation excluded full-time
teachers. A voluntary-based “marshal” program
was created to allow superintendents and local
sheriffs to work together to properly train and arm
designated personnel on campus. Mixed opinions
have been heard by school faculty.
KIM JONG-UN CHANGES HIS TONE ABOUT
NEGOTIATION WITH THE US —North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un informed South Korean
officials on Tuesday, March 6 that North Korea is
now open to negotiations with the United States
on the issue of nuclear weapons. Jong-un stated
thathis country is willing to discuss thepossibility
ofdisarming the country’s nuclear defense systems
and will stop testing weapons while negotiations
are underway. North and South Korea also agreed
to meet in April to hold a summit meeting at
the two countries’ borders. The move is a drastic
change in tone considering the fact that, prior to
this interaction, North Korea had consistently
stated that their nuclear weapons practices were
essential to the country’s sovereignty. President
Trump responded to North Korea’s statement
and agreed to hold a meeting with the country.
Political experts see the move as a good way to
defuse the public’s anxiety over thoughts of war,
but doubt any real negotiation will occur.
MYANMAR CONTINUES TO DENY ITS ETHNIC
CLEANSING OF THE ROHINGYA-The Myanmar
government made a statement on Tuesday, March
6 that the country is ready to welcome back the
Rohingya people who had fled to neighboring
Bangladesh to escape ethnic cleansing in
the Rakhine State. Despite this gesture, the
government’s forces have continued widespread
and systematic violence toward the Rohingya
people. The United Nations says it is still not
safe for the refugees to return to their home
country. Government forces have been driving
the Southeast Asian nation’s Muslim minority
into Bangladesh since August 2016. The Rohingya
have been terrorized and discriminatedagainst by
methods of blood-letting, mass rape and forced
starvation. Six months ago, Myanmar’s military
forces began a crackdown against the Rohingya.
One month after the start, at least 6,700 Rohingya
were killed. The Burmese government claims the
crackdown was a response to a Rohingya rebel
group thatkilled a dozen border police.
MARTIN SHKRELI SENTENCED TO SEVEN YEARS
FOR PHARMACEUTICAL INFLATION FRAUD-
Martin Shkreli-the 32-year-old CEO of Turing
Pharmaceuticals—was sentenced to seven years
in prison ’on Friday, March 9 for fraud that
cost investors around $10 million. Shkreli was
convicted ofmoney mismanagement ofhis hedge
funds. Shkreli is most well-known for inflating
the price of the drug Daraprim—commonly
prescribed to patients with AIDS and certain
types ofcancer to assist in fighting life-threatening
parasitic infections—4,000 percent from $13.50 to
$750. Shkreli was formerly the CEO of Retrophin,
adrug companythat he founded in 2011. However,
he was fired and replaced after complaints of
poor management. “He doesn’t think that he did
anything wrong because he thinks he’s different,”
prosecutor Jacquelyn Kasulis said in an interview
with CNN Money.
Erika can be reached at
esilva@su-spectator.com.
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SU STUDENTS PLAN WALKOUTS, PUSH FOR LEGISLATIVE CHANGE
Anna Kaplan
News Editor
“These acts of violence should never
be welcomed in any community,”
Student Government of Seattle
University Student Body President
Pa Ousman Jobe said regarding mass
shootings in the United States. “As
students, we choose to use our voices
and bodies to be in solidarity with our
fellow students and all those that have
suffered and still bear the pain oftheir
loss. One life lost is one too many.”
At Seattle U, students are planning
multiple demonstrations in an effort
to advocate for school safety and more
stringent gun laws, the first of which
is called the National School Walkout.
The walkout is a national effort to
honor the lives ofthe 17 students who
died in the Parkland, Fla. high school
shooting by walking out ofclass for 17
minutes. Seattle Us walkout will take
place on March 14 at 10 a.m. at the
Lemieux Library Plaza.
Miracle Orji, a junior chemistry
major, was one of the students
involvedwith creating and organizing
the Seattle U walkout.
“It’s about acknowledging the fact
that these people have died—kids
have been dying in mass school
shootings way before Parkland, but
this is just one vigil that we can do to
honor these few students,” Orji said.
“It could be any one of us...anybody
at any time could always be avictim of
a shooting. I don’t think its out of the
ordinary that we would take the time
out of our day to honor these people
and their families.”
In addition to the walkout, two
nationwide marches are planned in
the next two months to advocate for
safety in schools.
The first of the two, March For
Our Lives, is scheduled for March
24. Although it’s occurring across the
country, the main demonstration will
be in Washington D.C. where students
will demand a comprehensive
and effective bill to be brought
before Congress.
The second march, called the
“National High School Walkout,”
encourages students across the
country to walk out of class until the
end of the school day. This march
is set for April 20, which is the 19th
anniversary of the school shooting
that left 12 students and one teacher
dead in Columbine, Colo.
However, despite students’
overwhelming support for more
comprehensive gun laws to create
safer schools, passing gun-related bills
in the state capital can be convoluted.
The Washington State legislature
is majority Democrat—but only
by a narrow margin. In the House,
Democrats have a two-seat edge,
and they hold a one-seat edge in the
Senate. Therefore, bills involving
firearms have been a difficult topic in
Olympia, despite Washington voters
approving gun-related ballot measures
by overwhelming margins in 2014
and 2016.
In a report published by The Seattle
Times, Washington was ranked No. 1
in state-candidate contributions from
the National Rifle Association (NRA).
Candidatecontributions totaledabout
$203,000 in both house and senate
campaigns from 2012 to 2016. The next
highest state to receive contributions
PROTECT KIDS
NOT GONS
from the NRA was Texas, where state-
candidates received about $95,000
during the same period.
The Alliance for Gun Responsibility,
a nonprofit organization that
advocates for responsible gun laws,
has been active during the most recent
legislative session, which ended on
March 8. Molly Mattingly, a junior
sociology and public affairs major, is
an intern for the Alliance.
“It’s important for students to go [to
Olympia] because, for one, we wanted
to honor the mass movement across
the country of...college studentsreally
showing up and telling legislators that
this is not okay, and that they really
want gun responsibility laws in place,”
she said.
During the three month session,
lawmakers passed bills that will keep
guns out of the hands of those who
have been convicted of domestic
violence, as well as banning the sale of
bump stocks in the state.
However, they were unable to pass
a pair of bills that were specifically
tailored to improving firearm safety in
schools, even after the school shooting
in Parkland, Fla.
Senate Bill 6620 and House Bill
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3004 aimed to raise the minimum
age to purchase a semi-automatic
rifle from 18 to 21, and establish a
series of procedures that would assist
students in reporting possible threats
of violence.
The sister bills allocated funding
to both expedite law enforcement
response to lockdowns or threats,
and for law enforcement to conduct
checks on semi-automatic rifles
and shotguns, which is protocol for
handguns in Washington state. The
bills also detailed an anonymous
method of making authorities aware
of threats. The vote on these bills was
on March 8, but ultimately failed in
both parts of the legislature.
Mattingly emphasized the influence
students can have in fighting for
change, even when setbacks arise.
“Specifically with this issue, it’s
important for student involvement
and younger people’s involvement,
because this is the world we’re going
into and it’s affecting us the most.”
Anna may be reached at
akaplan@su-spectator.com
TAYLOR GUY • THE SPECTATOR
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IS AMAZON GOOD FOR SEATTLE?
Elise Wang
StaffPhotographer
Throughout the city of Seattle, the
word “Amazon” seems to echo down
the streets, up the Space Needle, over
the Sound and into every sparkling
window of every shimmering
skyscraper. Hosting the world’s
fourth-most valuable company is no
easy feat for the Emerald City, and on
Wednesday night KUOW hosted the
first session .of the “That’s Debatable”
series called, “Is Amazon good
for Seattle?”
The debate was co-produced by
KUOW’s Lisa Wang, Zaki Hamid and
Ross Reynolds, who also moderated
the event.
The team arguing that “Amazon
is good” included Maud Daudon,
the previous CEO of the Seattle
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce,
and Marilyn Strickland, the former
mayor ofTacoma.
ELISE WANG • THE SPECTATOR
Ross Reynolds (center) moderated KUOW’s debate, “Is Amazon Goodfor Seat-
tle” with panelists Maud Daudon, Marilyn Strickland, Nikkita Oliver, and Cary
Moon (from left).
6 NEWS
On the “Amazon isn’t Good” side
was Urban Planner Cary Moon
and Attorney Nikkita Oliver. Both
Moon and Oliver are former mayoral
candidates from Seattle’s 2017
general election.
The debate began with polls in
which audience members voted by
texting in their answers. The live feed
was broadcasted on the big screen to
display the answers to questions like
“Are you an Amazon Prime member?”
to which 77 percent of the audience
answered “Yes.” The polls also showed
that 17 percent ofthe audience worked
at Amazon and that “growth” and
“gentrification” were the most popular
words that came to mind in thinking
of the corporate behemoth.
Despite the fact that more than
three-fourths of the audience had
Prime accounts, only 56 percent ofthe
audience expressed that “Amazon is
good for Seattle.” Even Amazon’s Alexa
showed ambivalence in replying,
“Sorry, I don’t know that one.”
One audience member, Andrew
Tomes, had heard about the debate on
the radio like many other attendees,
and thought it would be interesting
to hear other people’s perspectives on
Amazon. “I buy stuff on Prime and
I don’t really think about the effect
Amazon has on the city,” he said.
Daudon opened the debate by
expressing, “This proposition of all-
good or all-bad is a false premise. I’m
hoping that we can dig a little deeper
than thatbecause it’s always nuanced.”
Throughout the debate, the
panelists brought up popular points
of debate, such as Amazon’s funding
and employment, the city’s housing
and homelessness crisis and advice
for the future location of Amazon’s
second headquarters, which has yet to
be announced.
Moon referenced the lack of
transparency in Amazon’s secret
tax negotiations.
“A great city must provide excellent
public infrastructure and everyone
has to pay their fair share. This is
a social contract—everybody pays
everybody’s benefits, including
corporations,” Moon said.
She pointed to the evidence that
school and transit funding suffers
from these strains.
“Amazon is not paying their fair
share,”Moon said.
In response, Daudon called upon
the fact that for every dollar Amazon
invested, it generated an additional 1.4
dollars for the city’s economy overall.
Strickland also mentioned that
Amazon is one of the corporations
that contributes to the $500 million
budget allotted to the city’s general
fund that covers basic services such as
thepolice, human andlibrary services.
The opposition questioned
Amazon’s work outside of
philanthropy to actively contribute to
the city’s goals of being a progressive
city. Daudon referenced Amazon’s
warehouse program, Career Choice,
through which the company is trying
to advance people out of warehouse
work andbring the community college
system right into the warehouse.
They also mentioned various empty
spaces on the company’s properties
that were transformed into homeless
shelters, which housed hundreds
of families, including 700 children.
Amazon is also currently creating a
permanent homeless shelter in their
headquarters building.
Oliver countered the Career Choice
program by providing the findings of
their research in talking to warehouse
workers and Amazon employees.
“We know that these fulfillment
center have high turnover rates
because the working conditions are
poor, they pay less than $15 an hour
and they don’t provide benefits, so
as a result, workers leave before
their access to benefits even vest,”
Oliver said.
Lastly, the panelists were asked to
give advice to the cities vying to host
Amazon’s second headquarters.
“Make sure you have a
transportation system, make sure you
have zoning in all your neighborhoods
that can actually accommodate
growth and don’t protect and make
multi-family housing illegal in most
neighborhoods,” Strickland said.
“Learn from some of the things that
Seattle maybe didn’t get right so you
can get it right.”
In her closing statement, Oliver
appealed to the audience.
“It’s time that Seattle really be
the progressive city that we say we
want to be, and put regulations on
corporations that build our city to
achieving its goals. The brand of
Seattle is not those corporations that
were named. The brand of Seattle is...
places that will be forever changed as
gentrification displaces and pushes
out people who make Seattle the city
that it is.”
Afterthe deliveranceofthe panelists’
closing statements, the initial question
was asked again.
“Is Amazon good for Seattle?” The
final survey concluded 50 percent
“Yes,” and 50 percent “No.”
Elise may be reached at
ewang@su-spectator.com
COMING 2021: $105 MILLION CENTER FOR SCIENCE & INNOVATION
Rania Kaur
Volunteer Writer
Seattle University is in the midst of
its most expensive building project
ever, with a project budget of $105.5
million for the new Center for Science
and Innovation, which is set to open
in Fall 2021. This project budget
is about twice as expensive as the
Lemieux Library renovations which
cost $57 million and was, at the time,
the largest project budget.
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math—most commonly referred
to as STEM—embodies the most
rapidly growing careers today. This
rapid growth isn’t exclusive to the
rest of the world either. Seattle U is
predicting a 54 percent growth in
student population enrolled in the
College of Science and Engineering
by 2026.
To have room for all that predicted
growth, the university is building the
Center for Science and Innovation.
Last Thursday, the College of
Science and Engineering hosted
an information session to discuss
the project.
“10 years ago, when I came here,
only 10 percent of students were in
STEM. Now it’s 16 or 17 percent. It’s
going to be 20 percent. That’s pretty
significant,” said Michael Quinn,
Dean of the College of Science and
Engineering. “But people haven’t
really figured that out yet that you
can get a great science or engineering
educationhere.”
Opening in Fall 2021, the Center for
Science and Innovation will replace the
current University Services Building
next to the law school building.
Unlike mostbuildings along the lower
mall, the entrance for the building
will be on the 12th Avenue side and,
as a result, appear more connected to
the city.
“Byhaving that building be the front
door to campus, it’s a way to let the
city know ‘Hey we have STEM majors
here. We have great programs here,”’
Quinn said.
The Center for Science and
Innovation will primarily host the
biology, chemistry and computer
science departments. However, two
non-STEM units will be added to
the building as well: KXSU, which
is Seattle U’s student-run 24-hour
radio station, and the Center for
CommunityEngagement, or CCE.
The first floor of the space will house
these two departments as well as a
“makerspace” for 3D printers, robots
and engineering projects. There will
also be a cafe and more study spaces
alongside an active learning classroom
with a movable wall that can lift up
to host larger amounts of students in
introductory courses.
The second floor will have more
teaching spaces including teaching
labs with 62 fume hoods for biology,
chemistry, sports and exercise science,
criminal justice and nursing. These
labs will be sized appropriately to
accommodate large classes.
Directly behind the teaching labs
will be research labs which will host
five-to-six faculty members. There
will also be a “tutorial” space outside
professor’s offices with whiteboard
and chalkboard walls that can be
utilized for office hours, just like they
are in the classrooms.
VIA LARA BRANIGAN, DIRECTOR OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION FOR FACILITIES.
Centerfor Science & Innovation rending.
These walls aim to provide more
writing room for professors than
the current space they have in their
separate offices. Finally, there will
also be individual and collaborative
student study spaces.
Despite it being difficult to create
a sustainable design in science
buildings, the architecture team has
met with various stakeholders across
campus to determine how to reach
optimum eco-friendliness.
The overall goal is to reduce the
carbon footprint. As of now, the
building will achieve “Gold” status
according to the Leadership in Energy
andEnvironmentalDesign, or LEED. It
doesn’t produce or release greenhouse
gases, it is zoned to decrease energy
use and it is maximized for resiliency
and flexibility to extend the building’s
life cycle.
With the new changes, the Thomas J.
Bannan Center will also be renovated
after departments move to the new
building. This renovation will loosen
the seams a bit and give other STEM
departments some breathing room.
The physics department will
move from the third floor to the
first and second floors of the science
MARCH 14,2018
building—a location that will be
more suited to their research as it will
decrease the vibrations that interfere
with their research as of now.
Not a lot of departments are being
moved to the new building, and
that’s due to the strict project budget
that wasn’t able to add everything
necessary for other departments. The
new renovations on the current space
will make up for that.
“It looks like it’s going to be really
nice so I’m kind of jealous it isn’t here
already,” said junior Biochemistry
major Chad Rosevear. “But we do
need updated science things and
that’s good.”
However, there are some critics
across campus.
“I’m kind of pissed at how much
money it costs and thatEnglish majors
have been stuck in Admin without air
conditioning, in direct sunlight, in the
spring. I’m like, spend money on us,”
said junior Jordan Ayers.
Construction for the new building is
set to start in June 2019 for an official
opening in the fall of 2021.
The editor may be reached at
news@su-spectator.com
7
CAMPUS MINISTRY LEADS A NEW ENCOUNTER
Hunter Uechi
StaffWriter
Since 2001, Seattle University has
been sending students, faculty and
staff on immersion experiences to the
Universidad Centroamericana (UCA)
located in Managua, Nicaragua. After
officially establishing theirpartnership
in 2014 with a signed memorandum
of understanding, Campus Ministry
hosted an immersion experience
with the UCA in Nicaragua two years
ago when the two schools’ spring
breaks aligned.
The hope for Campus Minister of
Social Justice Marilyn Nash was to
host students from Nicaragua here in
Seattle. This year, the two universities’
spring breaks align again and Campus
Ministry will be bringing their vision
to fruition by hosting four students
from the UCA. They will be joined by
six Seattle U students to complete the
co-immersion experience.
The co-immersion experience,
“Encuentro”—which means
encounter—is focused on the
exploration of what it means to
encounter oneselfand people who are
different.To prepare for this encounter,
students at both universities have
been meeting throughout the quarter
to build community and gain context
about the other groupof students.
“Encounter implies a certain level
ofconversation, dialogue and honesty..
We wanted to do our work beforehand
so when we come together, we can
share honestly and listen deeply,”
Nash said. “Encounter is willing to be
changed and letting ourselves be seen
and see others.”
Anna Robertson, the Campus
Minister for retreats, and Lucas
Sharma, a Jesuit and sociology
professor, have been working with
Edith Guzman, the student leader
for Encuentro, to lead the formation
meetings. During their meetings they
havebeen reflecting on the immersion
program values of simplicity,
community, solidarity, hospitality
and spirituality.
Not only will the students be
encountering each other, but they
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will also explore what it means to
encounter themselves—a variety of
different identities and different social
issues that have impacted the history
of Seattle and are currently impacting
the people of Seattle.
One of the activities that will create
space for an encounter isa presentation
from Dale Watanabe, the director of
the internationalstudent center, about
Japanese internment. The students will
also be visiting the Japanese exclusion
memorial on Bainbridge Island to
supplement Watanabe’s presentation.
They will then go to the juvenile
detention center to discuss restorative
justice, and attending chapel services
for Holy Week.
“[We want to] encourage students
to take advantage of this experience
to encounter people who are different
than ourselves and explore what
ethical imperatives arise, how it
changes us and how we live our lives
differently as a result,” Robertson said.
Brinkley Johnson, a senior
humanities for teaching major, said
that she finds getting to meet and
participate alongside people from
differentbackgrounds isboth exciting
and important.
“The encounter that happens
between people of different
backgrounds, faiths or languages is
powerful in our globalized society,”
Johnson said. “There are a lot of
nuances to immersion experiences
and through [these programs], I have
learned how to [participate] in a way
that is the most just.”
Nash is looking forward to all the
different experiences planned for the
students, as well as the moments set
aside for eating meals and resting.
“I hope they’ll share music, meals
and sit around talking and sharing
stories—that’s really where the
real immersion happens. The real
encounter will happen over tea late
at night when they’re sharing stories
with one another about what they
really care about,” Nash said.
Johnson sees living, eating and
experiencing these different events
with the students from the UCA as an
opportunity for her and the members
of her team to stretch themselves
through the companionship and
partnership that other immersion
programs do not provide.
“It’s somethingmuch more beautiful,
the conversations we have are centered
around looking at the world through
a lens of faith and justice which are
things that are very integral to my
being,” Johnson said. “All the work I do
doesn’t have to save the world but, just
building relationships and connecting
with people is enough. That is very
powerful in itself.”
Guzman values the relationships
she has already formed with her team
as well as the ones she will further
build with the UCA students. One
of her hopes for the co-immersion
experience is that they are all able to
stay connected after.
“I also hope they come back and
visit. As a student, we are constantly
rushing in our lives and sometimes
it’s hard to make those authentic
relationships with one another. I just
hope it doesn’t end.”
Hunter may be reached at
huechi@su-spectator.com
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AN INSIDE LOOK INTO SU’S MEME CULTURE
Tess Riski
News & Investigative Editor
Memes: it seems like you can’t throw
a digital stone without hitting one.
They’re shared via Facebook, Twitter,
Reddit—even your mom’s email.
Heck, you can now get acollege degree
in memes (UC-Berkeley, among other
universities, offers a program in
Meme Studies).
The message of memes —though
seemingly arbitrary—can have serious
impacts, some of which are hateful
and damaging. In August, Harvard
University rescinded 10 acceptance
offers because of anti-Semitic memes
accepted students posted on Facebook.
In 2016, the Anti-Defamation
League labeled Pepe the Frog—one
of the first memes —a symbol of
hate following an uprising of white
supremacist groups creating racist,
sexist and xenophobic Pepe memes
that were shared on unmonitored
online forums like 4chan and Reddit.
Memes, rhymed with “dreams,”
emerged into online culture around
2008. Slowly, they made their way into
the mainstream over the last decade,
eventually morphing into the distinct
form ofrhetoric that we know today.
Young people are, by-and-large, the
main consumers of memes, which
is why it should cofhe as no surprise
that memes are ubiquitous on college
campuses across the U.S.
Though Seattle University’s culture
is different in many ways from that of
a stereotypical American college (due
to itsJesuit values and lack of a football
team and Greek life), it does, in fact,
have its own meme culture. And, as
the hallmark of any meme culture,
Seattle U even has its very own meme
page: a Facebook group called “Jesuit
Meme Dreams.” This page—a closed
group to which one must be invited—
boasts 360 members.
Despite the existence of Jesuit
Meme Dreams, little is known about
the university’s meme culture. Luckily,
two of Seattle U’s famed meme
creators were able to step away from
Microsoft Paint long enough to speak
with the Spectator about what kind
of meme culture—if any—exists on
our campus.
Sophomore political science and
criminal justice double major Allie
Schiele doesn’t identify with the
term “meme queen,” though maybe
she should.
Schiele is well-known around
campus for creating one of Seattle
U’s most popular memes to this
date called “SU Boys: a starter pack”
which depicts fourcategories ofdudes
on campus:
“The Athlete” who wears Seattle
U-inspired attire, is probably in
one of your UCORs and says that
he plays sports as his fun fact, as if
that isn’t completely obvious.
The “Seattle U was my dream
school” boy who un-ironically
loves the Bistro,. probably has
photos of himself giving the
“hawks up” hand gesture on
Instagram and actively recruits
his peers to become an RA, OA
or ambassador.
The ‘Albers Bro” who loves j
E capitalism, would be in a frat }
1 if he were at any other school I
| and posits things like, “yeah |
| Id say I’m socially liberal but
} fiscally conservative.”
The “Softboi” who claims to be a
feminist, sports a bad stick-and-
poke tattoo and dresses “exactly
I like Mac DeMarco.”
“I had some guys come up to me
saying, ‘Oh, I didn’t fit into any of
these,”’ Schiele said. “And I knew that
they did, they just didn’t have the self-
awareness to figure that out.”
Schiele tweeted the memes back in
September, but says she still receives
notifications to this day: 106 retweets
and 251 likes to be exact.
“I didn’t expect it to get that big,”
Schiele said. “I would say it went
viral—or ‘SU viral’”
Sophomore mechanical engineering
major Jjaks Reyes is familiar with
Schiele’s memes, ranking them an 11
on a scale of 1-10.
Reyes is the admin for Seattle
U’s popular meme page, Jesuit
Meme Dreams.
“I have complaints about the school
and the best way to complain is to
satirize it,” Reyes said.
Reyes enjoys posting on the meme
page because he gets to see his
peers, who are normally disengaged,
participate in Seattle U culture.
“I guess it helps people realize that
you’re not the only person that feels
this way about this certain topic,”
Reyes said.
For Reyes, a solid Seattle U meme
is one that criticizes the cost of
attendance at the university and the
“ridiculous” UCOR system.
In fact, Reyes wrote an entire essay
about memes in his UCOR 1100 class.
“I wrote about the Zeitgeist of
our time,” he said. “And I said that
njemes make it easier to connect
with everybody.”
To him, memes are powerful
because they often have the ability to
transcend language.
“It’s another form of language
because it translates so much into
just one picture or a few subsets of
pictures,” Reyes said. “It’s an instant
inside joke; it’s an inside joke that
everybody is in on, which is the best
form of comedy. Because it’s not
making fun of somebody. It’s making
fun of an idea.”
Tess may be reached at
triski@su-spectator.com
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TOKENIZING STUDENTS OF COLOR FOR THE SEATTLE U BRAND
Jacqueline Lewis
Staff Writer
When it comes to branding
a university, authenticity and
consistency are key. However,
when it comes to offering
one unified experience to
people of all different identities,
problems of representation and
tokenization arise.
In Seattle University’s brand
guidelines, touch upon the
need for unity. According to the
guidelines: “amid the complexity
that is SU, there are very few times
we ask our diverse community to
be single-minded. This [branding!
happens to be one of them.”
Olivia Smith is an alum from the
class of 2016, Sullivan Leader and
2015'Washington State Truman
scholar. She was featured on the
Seattle U website and on the cover
of the Seattle U magazine, saying
that this single-mindedness is a
12 FEATURES
disservice to students of color.
The marketing team, though
approachable and down to earth
in Smith’s experiences, falls victim
to tokenization.
“One mold of a student of color
is used as the ‘ideal’ student...
this is the way to be a 'proper
and respectable’ student of color
on campus,” Smith said. “When
other students of color live out
their truths differently than the ideal
student, that ideal student is used
as weapon to demonize, discredit
and invalidate other students of
colors concerns.”
Smith explained that students
of color can be weaponized
and forced into a distinct model,
creating what is deemed as the
“ideal" student.
“I believe SU tokenizes students
of color, and yet, that is not
something that is unique to SU.
It happens with many institutions
of higher education,” Smith said.
“The feeling of always being on
display, and moreover the way
the tokenizing of students of color
leads to the weaponization of
students of color, it silences them
“I believe SU tokenizes students of color, and yet that is not some-
thing that is unique to SU. It happens with many institutions of higher
education,” Smith said. “The feeling of always being on display, and
moreover the way the tokenizing of students of color leads them to
the weaponization of students of color, it silences them fropm raising
concerns over issues within the university community.”.
from raising concerns over issues
within the university community.”
When presenting diversity in
a marketing capacity, where
single-mindedness is held in
high regard, the challenge of
developing a Seattle U brand
under one uniform Redhawk
experience presents difficulties to
staff when considering students
of multiple identities.
“We want to make sure that
we have an accurate balance of
student of colors versus white
students [in our publications],”
said Senior Associate Director of
Admission Katie O’Brian. “Often,
we will say we are featuring
too many students of color...
it’s a fine line to walk. If we’re
recruiting potential students, we
want to make sure that they see
themselves represented in our
student body.”
The View Book and Academic
Guide are the most substantial
pieces created by the Admissions
Office that feature students.
Seattle University is more
statistically diverse than some
of its counterparts. Seattle U
is about 56 percent White,
four percent Black, 23 percent
Asian, 11 Percent Hispanic, two
percent Native American, three
percent Pacific Islander and 11
percent International Students.
In comparison, Gonzaga's
undergraduate student population
is roughly 72 percent White, 10
percent Hispanic/Latino, five
percent Asian and one percent or
lower Black, Indigenous or Pacific
Islander identified.
“We want to market this school
to bring those diverse students
of color to our campus...I recruit
in Chicago. If I were to go to
a school in Chicago with a
98 percent enrollment rate of
African Americans and show
them a brochure that had zero
African American students or
Hispanic students, that’s going
to connect in zero ways.” Patrick
McCarthy said, Assistant Director
of Admissions and Marketing and
Outreach. “For them to be able
see those students of color, that
we very thoughtfully put in our
brochures...it gives those students
an accurate picture...to see that,
if they do come to Seattle U and
hopefully make this place more
diverse and more inclusive and
more equitable than it already is,
that they’ll be able to add to that
instead of not being able to fit in
to that.
In providing resources for
students of color on Seattle U’s
campus, the marketing team aims
to remain true and authentic.
“It’s interesting going to college
fairs, where I will walk past a
school that I know to be to be
maybe over 80 percent white,
and seeing a big pop-up stand
with a group of students and two
of them are students of color. It’s
something many schools struggle
with: how do you become more
diverse if that doesn’t already
exist,” O’Brien said. “If your school
doesn’t have the resources
for students of color...then it
doesn’t seem fair to market and
try to draw all these students in
without caring for them once they
get there.”
Students of color can access
the resources in the Office of
Multicultural Affairs, navigate
faith at Campus Ministry and join
the first-generation and veteran
community at the Outreach Center
at Seattle U.
Even though these departments
offer resources for students of
color, some students believe
there is still more to be done to
make Seattle U the campus they
have been marketed.
“I definitely expected more
students of color when I came
here.Jt’s definitely misleading.
I think one of the big issues is
that they just represent them in
a marketing sense, but there is
not a lot advocating for students
of color. It gives off a false
sense of security in a sense,"
sophomore Social Work major
Cameron Payne said.
According to Institutional
Research from 2016, 61
percent of Seattle U professors
identify as white. A eurocentric
curriculum paired with primarily
white professors perpetuate an
environment that does not serve
the community of color at Seattle
U in the way it is expected. The
conversation of tokenization
does not end with the nuances
of marketing.
“There is an issue of tokenizing
students in marketing, and it
happens in the classroom a lot
from my own experience and
from the people I’ve talked to,”
Payne said. “I’m Palestinian...and I
will find that teachers will pick me
to speak on very intense issues
in the Middle East that I just don’t
really know enough or want to
talk about."
‘Senior Communications and
Media major Phoebe Kim shared
the challenge of wanting to
interact and see people similar to
herself, but how she often wasn’t
able to fulfill this desire.
“Many times in my experience
here did I question why there
weren’t more individuals of color
in this community, especially when
surrounded by rich cultures just
outside our campus. I definitely
craved to see more people who
looked like me, and like my other
brothers and sisters of color,”
Kim said.
Seattle U is located near the
International District, Yesler
Terrace and other neighborhoods
predominantly inhabited by
people of color.
“I know this can be a tricky
balance, as merely representing
folks of color across our campus
and bringing them into the
spotlight can quickly be seen as
nothing more than tokenization,
but not doing so is inherently
problematic in itself,” Kim said.
“As I interned [for Marketing and
Communications],..and helped
strategize new marketing plans, I
kept this in mind at all times. It
was a unique platform I wanted to
take advantage of, so I could do
at least a small part.”
For the admissions team, this
is also at the highest concern in
their work as well. “We recognize
that we’re not perfect as an
institution...this is not a utopia of
a place. We are a predominately
white institution. It’s about how do
we create spaces of diversity and
inclusion here on campus? We try
to continually educate ourselves
about the variest blind spots we
have in our office and who do we
serve,” O’Brien said.
Admissions curates and
uses photos from Marketing
and Communications, as do
other on-campus departments.
Marketing and Communications
is responsible for taking
photos, videos and putting up
banners and other campus
advertisements in tandem with the
Seattle U brand.
“We take on hundreds of
projects each year for the
university and specific colleges,
schools and divisions in addition
to other priorities we have,” Dean
Forbes, the spokesperson for
Marketing and Communication,
said. “Our relatively small team
is talented and works hard to be
on target, but we recognize that
is probably not possible every
single time—and when it is not
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we seek to. understand why and
learn from it.”
In terms of the Marketing and
Communications policy regarding
student’s being used for marketing
materials, the department does
ask students to sign a Seattle U
release form for photography and
videography materials.
“Additionally, we get signed
forms for all photo shoots or
video profiles with individual
students, such as a portrait or
student profile, and for all ‘brand
shoots’ where the students have
agreed to be part of a photo or
video shoot,” Forbes said.
Senior Reitrea Crawford did
not know her photo, which she
consented for use in a “legacy
event” campaign with her law
school alumni family member,
was used on the lamppost
banners around campus.
“It was uncomfortable because
I didn’t know it was up there...
instead of hearing it from other
people, would have been better. I
never felt good about it,” Crawford
said. “I have been photographed
outside of that too, with my
friend who is also a minority.
You definitely feel like you’re
there [in marketing materials] for
a purpose.”
From the minute they receive
their first glossy admissions
material in the mail, until the
time they graduate at Seattle U,
students of color navigate an area
of conflicting mission statements
and marketing advertisements in
a campus that, at times, still does
not feel like theirs.
“We cannot be settling for just
a few resources,” said Payne.
“The mission and the curriculum
and all the resources and facilities
are directed mostly for white
American students."
Jacqueline can be reached at
jlewis@su-spectator.com
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FREELANCING 101: ENJOY FLEXIBILITY AND FIND YOUR NICHE
Bailee Clark
Staff Writer
Freelancers enjoy many perks
including flexible hours, the
opportunity to meet and work with
new people, the possibility of travel
and the freedom to create a custom
career path. Despite these perks, there
are definite hurdles that freelancers
have to overcome to achieve success
Financially, it can be hard to sustain
oneself solely on freelancing. Without
the consistency of a daily schedule or
planned projects for a corporation, it
can be difficult to find enough jobs
to make the money to be financially
comfortable. For this reason, it can be
challenging for a student fresh out of
college to make a living solely off of
freelance work.
Ruchika Tulshyan, an Adjunct
Communications professor at Seattle
University, has been writing as a
freelance journalist for around nine
years. Tulshyan saved up money
from other jobs before transitioning
into freelance work, and she suggests
doing this to create a sense of financial
stability before chancing it with
freelance. A common issue among
freelance workers is a struggle to
maintain livable income. However,
Tulyshyan said that college is a good
time to start getting experience
in freelance.
“I recommend doing it while in
college. It’s a really good way to build
your credibility and it’s a great idea if
you see yourself going into freelance
work after graduation because
you have already built a network,”
Tulshyan said.
Communications professor Jeffrey
Philpott also thinks it is important
to build a network of contacts to be
successful in freelancework.
“It is so much about connections,”
Philpott said. “Word of mouth
for something like freelancing or
consulting is in a way the best form of
marketing I’ve ever run into.”
Philpott has been working
in freelance communications
consultation for over 30 years, and he
says
that his freelance career was able
to take off because he was a contractor
for a management company in Seattle
that helped him get in contact with a
variety of clients.
It can be difficult to make these
connections, but Philpott suggests
using platforms like Linkedln,
creating business cards and meeting
and connecting with a range of
people. Once you have made
some connections, it is critical to
maintain them.
“It’s really important to cultivate a
good relationship with your editors,”
Tulshyan said. “It is important to
establish trust and be credible with
your sources, get your work in on
time even more so than if you were
working for a full time media.”
While having good relationships
with employers is important, Tulshyan
says it’s just as important to set
boundaries and expectations.
“Be very clear in terms of
expectations with the publication that
you work with,” Tulshyan said. “That
means having good contracts about
what’s going to happen if your article
doesn’t get published, and getting
what’s known in the industry as a
kill fee.”
A “kill fee” is when a journalist still
gets paid a portion of the price for
an article they reported on, even if it
does not get published. These are not
widely offered, but Tulshyan always
tries to work them into her contract.
Freelance writers should also be
adamant about requesting their
paycheck on time, according to Mark
Baumgarten, the Editorial Director
of the 16 King County titles of
Sound Publishing.
“You have to be committed not only
to scrounging forand developing story
ideas, but you have to be constantly
pressuring the people who are
employing you to get their checks to
you as soon as possible,” Baumgarten
said. “I’ve worked for places that
are really bad about paying their
freelancers on time and some places
that are really good.”
Despite the challenges that come
along with freelancing, it can be
equally rewarding. Philpott says that
he has been able to workon interesting
projects all over the country and meet
a lot ofpeople through his experiences
in freelance work.
Tulshyan has found and been able
to foster her passion for reporting
on business and gender equity. With
freelance work, it is often possible to
find something you are passionate
about and focus your efforts on
that topic.
“Be a specialist,” Baumgarten said.
“Really pick one or two areas of
interest and just make sure you know
as much as you possibly can in those
areas ofinterest and then find as many
different outlets as you can to develop
relationships with editors. If you’re
just being a generalist, it’s way more
difficult to get bites.”
A final piece ofadvice to the aspiring
freelancer comes from Philpott:
“Have confidence in yourself. It’s a
scary
world being a freelancer or a
contractor and there are some things
to figure out, but it also gives you
some freedom, and there are people
who need what expertise you have.”
Bailee may be reached at
bclark@su-spectator.com
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IJEOMA OLUO GETS REAL ABOUT RACE AT ELLIOTT BAY
Sophia Wells
Staff Writer
Recently released and critically
acclaimed book, “So You Want to Talk
About Race,” by Ijeoma Oluo serves
as a vehicle for Oluo’s analysis of the
currentracialcurrent discourse. A sort
of how-to guide and encyclopedia, the
book explains common phrases that
some people, even in the liberal city of
Seattle, are still unfamiliar with.
Oluo brought her book to Elliott
Bay Book Company March 7, in an
event where she read from sections of
it and conducted a Q&A session with
the audience.
She uses each chapter of her book to
answer questions commonly asked of
her and other people of color, ranging
from the meaning of the phrase “check
your privilege” to microaggressions.
Throughout her works, Oluo
maintains that racism is not fought
by “fixing” individual racists, but
instead by tackling systemically
racist institutions.
Previously working in the tech
industry in Seattle, Oluo saw that
despite being in such a progressive
area, her colleagues were silent on
blatant issues of racism and preferred
to think of Seattle as a utopia where
racism doesn’t exist.
She pointed to the underwhelming
and faded response to Charleena
Lyles’ killing, in which she was shot by
a police officer in frontofher children,
as an issue that few white people seem
outraged at.
“There’s a lot of ignorance here
because people can go through their
whole day not seeing a single person
of color and so then they imagine
themselves as people who would make
sacrifices that they’ve never tried
making,” she said.
Oluo said that white family
members and friends may mean well,
but can often be blind to their loved
ones’ struggles with racism. Oluo has
a white mother and a black father,
and she said that she had to have a
frank conversation with her mother
in which she addressed the fact that
her mother’s love for her was not
enough to protect her from racism.
Her mother needed to recognize her
privilege and accept that she wouldn’t
always get it right when it came to
issues of race.
Reading from a section of her
book on cultural appropriation, Oluo
recounted a time in the SeaTac airport
when she was offered a glimpse of
hope of representation when she saw
a restaurant, Africa Cafe, only for it to
be a guise for average American food
paired with zebra print walls.
Later in the chapter, she explained
that cultural appropriation is
dependent on a power structure in
which a particular culture is less
respected and is only taken on as a
style or costume. She gave the example
of rap, noting that the art form has a
deep historical background in slavery
and as a form of expression against
oppression, but that most only claim a
love for it because of the beat. She said
that loving a piece of a culture means
acknowledging the historical contexts
and the pain it was born of, not only
the profit and image it produces.
Olou recommends that people listen
when people of color say an action
hurts them and to act accordingly.
“And if that means that your
conscience won’t allow you to dress
as a geisha for Halloween, know that
even then in the grand scheme of
things, you are not the victim,” she
said in her book.
On the question manyhave of“How
can I be a good ally?” Oluo said plenty
of othershave asked this question, and
that referring people to the internet
is an entirely valid strategy. She said
that people can do their own work
to read literature that can answer
that same question. Ultimately, she
recommended that white allies use
their power in their own space with
other white people to enact change.
Throughout her book and
consequent discussions, Oluo
emphasizes that people of color
cannot avoid these uncomfortable
situations and conversations, and that
the ability of white people to escape
these discussions is a privilege in itself.
Oluo said that people will enact tests
on people of color to determine how
much they can get away with, and
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Ijeoma Oluo signed copies ofher new book, “So You Want to Talke AboutRace,”at
Elliott Bay Book Company last week.
she reminded the audience to never
indulge these tests. She recommended
using the simple phrase “What do
you mean by that?” to let others know
that the discomfort lies on them and
set expectations.
She also recognized the privilege of
white people in speaking up to friends
who make racist comments. She said
that white people have no excuse for
saying nothing, as they typically are
not at risk for anything more than an
awkward conversation.
Oluo said that people can make a
start by putting their own ego aside
and accepting that they have probably
done something racist in their life.
“People in Seattle like to continue
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to define racism on these grand terror
scales, like it’s people burning crosses,
and not looking at the fact that in
this city, our children of color are
being undereducated, they’re being
disproportionately expelled,” she said,
“People don’t want to look at that and
say that’s real racism and it is. And it
can be veryhard to live here because
nobody wants to talk about it.”
Sophia may be reached at
swells@su-spectator.com
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ALOHA POKE CO. PROVIDES A LITTLE TASTE OF HOME
Hunter Uechi
Staff Writer
One of the hardest things about going
to college on the mainland was leaving
behind all of the good food. Of course
I miss my family, but at least I can
Facetime them. You know what you
can’t do over Facetime? Eat a mac
salad from Zippy’s or a halfpound of
spicy ahi from Times Supermarket.
I’m sorry if you can’t relate because
you either have never been to Hawaii
or just missed your opportunity
when you visited but, from the vast
knowledge and experience I have
gained in my 20 years of life, I will
give you my mosthonest review ofthe
newest poke place that has just opened
in Capitol Hill.
Aloha Poke Co. is located on 12th
Ave., right where that other poke
shop closed down (ironic right?). The
poke shop just celebrated their grand
opening with a two-day $6 poke bowl
special. I was hesitant in going since
the poke shop before it failed, but I
figured I would give it a try.
The first time I tried going was
during lunch time, which was a
mistake. I couldn’t even see the end of
the line. It looped around several times
and trailed into a hallway towards the
back of the shop. So, I returned at five
p.m. hoping the line had gone down
(it did but only a little). Thankfully
they had some 2015 pop hits playing
throughout the shop, which kept
me entertained.
As I was jamming in line, I noticed
a mural of cartoon ocean creatures,
which I found to be tacky and off-
putting since I was about to eat
fish. (I would also like to add that it
included depictions of dead cartoon
fish.) The only way that I can equate
the uneasiness of seeing this is if you
walked into a McDonalds and one of
the walls was painted with cartoon
cows and chickens with their eyes
crossed out.
I quickly averted my eyes and tried
to focus on the prize: poke. After
waiting for 30 minutes, I finally
made it up to the front but, to my
disappointment, they ran out of all the
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50 pounds of fresh ahi theyshipped up
that morning. So I settled for salmon
which has always been a hit or a miss
since it tends to have a fishier taste
thanahi.
I got a regular poke bowl with
classic white rice (they also have
mixed grain rice and spring mix for
all you health fanatics). The bowl
came with sides which, for the record,
is never added into a poke bowl in
Hawaii. They added one scoop of
seaweed salad, which had a nice bite
to it (I wouldn’t say it’s spicy, but if
you
find black pepper spicy, I would
avoid) and a scoop of imitation crab
drizzledwith unagi sauce (which was a
game changer).
They topped my bowl off with two
scoops of spicy salmon and pushed it
down to the register. I ordered a side of
mac salad because I haven’t had good
mac salad in a while and the salad they
serve at C Street is a disappointment
and misappropriation ofmy culture.
At this point, like any other human
being, I was starving. I had waited
since lunchtime to eat this poke and
had only eaten a piece of breakfast
bread to hold me over until my early
dinner. I separated my chopsticks and
dug into my bowl, eating the sides
first. I scarfed down the mac salad and
demolished the sides (both delicious)
and moved onto the main event, the
spicy salmon. Let me just tell you, it
was worth the wait.
The salmon had no trace of fishiness
at all and the fish was actually spicy.
Within minutes, my bowl was
completely empty, only leaving slightly
swollen lips as evidence ofmy glorious
meal. I was left with contentment, but
also questioned whether I had enjoyed
the poke because it was good quality
or simply because I was so hungry
(when you’re hungry everything, even
mediocre food tastes good).
To accurately evaluate the quality
of the establishment, I went back the
next day right before closing. I made
sure that I wasn’t too hungry but
was still ready to eat. This time, I got
one scoop of the Cali poke, which
has avocado and a house made aioli
sauce, and a scoop of Hawaiian poke
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Thepoke bar atAloha Poke Co.
made with Hawaiian salt and ogo
limu marinated in a sauce.
With full confidence, I give this
place a nine out of 10. Although their
poke is as good as it is back home, the
$10.90 (without tax) price tag leaves
me thinking about the whole pound
of spicy ahi I could be picking up for
the same price at home.
Hunter may be reached at
huechi@su-spectator.com
GOOD LORDE! THAT CONCERT WAS MELODRAMATIC
Sophia Wells
Staff Writer
Giggly and thrilled when speaking,
Lorde offered Seattle a glimpse
into her personality, which would
otherwise be assumed to be as somber
and dramatic as her songs, during her
concert March 9 at Key Arena.
After taking a hiatus from the
public spotlight to write her songs
and move back to her home in New
Zealand, Lorde released her album
“Melodrama” in 2017 and embarked
on her subsequent world tour. Electro
pop singer Tove Styrke and hip-
hop duo Run the Jewels joined her
as openers.
In “Melodrama,” Lorde explores
themes of solitude after her breakup
with her long-term boyfriend. The
album is set against the backdrop
of the bleak hope of house parties.
Written in New Zealandand recorded
in New York City, “Melodrama” was
released four years after her rookie
album, “Pure Heroine.”
With popular singles like “Perfect
Places” and “Greenlight,” Lorde’s
sophomore effort has garnered
widespread acclaim and was
nominated for Album of the Year
at the recent Grammy Awards. The
tracks maintain her gruff but lovable
bellowing, evoking more raw emotions
than those of her previous album.
People of practically all ages came
to watch Lorde and her accompanying
acts—a nod to the universality of
her songs. Though the venue was
not entirely filled to the brim, the
crowd’s energymade up for their lack
in numbers.
Tove Styrke was the first opener and
kicked off the set with “Borderline,”
a relaxed rock track from her latest
album “Kiddo.” Styrke’s performance
of “Mistakes” was true to the sound
on her album with a soothing touch
of raspy.
Despite Stryke’s questionable
decision to perform a cover ofLorde’s
own song “Liability,” she was a treat
to watch. She performed fun and
free moments throughout her set—
punctuated with well-timed hip
movements. Her high and breathy
voice was actually intelligible in
person, something missing from
many concerts, and she stayed on
pitch without sounding nasally.
Styrke rounded out her set with an
energetic rendition of her song “Say
MyName,” getting the audience up on
their feet to groove with her.
Run the Jewels brought a quick
change of pace, jumping right into
their hit “Run the Jewels” after
coming out to Queen’s “We Are
the Champions.” The duo consists
of rapper Killer Mike and rapper/
producer El-P who both act as each
others “hype man,” bouncing verses
off each other throughout their tracks.
This set energized the crowd: Killer
Mike and El-P constantly engaged
the crowd and inserted funny self-
deprecating quips into their brotherly
love rapport. After performing
their hit “Legend Has It,” which was
featured in a Marvel Black Panther
movie trailer, Killer Mike called out
a cute couple dancing and hugging in
the crowd, warning them not to break
each others hearts.
The duo ended their set with a
message of love for the crowd, as
Killer Mike pleaded with the crowd
to let their loved ones know they
care and gave an encouraging note of
better days tomorrow. Their overall
performance was entertaining and
boisterous, but vaguely reminded me
of a very aggressive Fourth of July
firework display with the excessive
amount of lights flashing into
the audience.
Finally, Lorde began her long-
awaited set for an anxious crowd.
Plainly clothed dancers first came on
stage, performing moves that seemed
to mixballet with interpretive dancing.
As the lights rhythmically withdrew
with the beat, Lorde appeared on a
stand behind the dancers. She started
slowly as she came to the frontof the
stage, singing “Sober” from her new
album. The dancers moved behind
and around her, as she herself danced
with her absent-mindedmovements.
Some songs she performed, like
“Magnets’ and ‘Buzzcut Season,” gave
the concert an almost psychedelic
feeling, while others like “Liability”
and took a more emotional turn.
Throughout, Lorde stayed true to her
throaty but pure vocals, which were
particularly highlighted with her
performance of “Precious Metals.”
The show had substantial
production value, and featured video
MARCH 14, 2018
panels behind Lorde, showing footage
ofanything from girls drinking in the
backofa limo to waves crashing on the
shore. The dancers helped maintain a
relaxed feeling throughout the set, but
I at times found myself watching the
dancers while only listening to Lorde’s
performance, which may have been
the point. Lorde sometimes joined in
their synchronized movements, much
to the crowd’s excitement.
There were a few excessive and
questionable moments when dancers
entered what resembled a very fancy
.clear shipping container. The box
then proceeded to lift into the air and
at times tilt from side to side, eliciting
a collective gasp from the audience.
Terrible yet charming dance moves
aside, Lorde brought with her an
attitude of genuineness rare of most
pop singers, making her concert a
must-see as she invites the crowd
to join her on every emotional
rollercoaster she rides in her songs.
Sophia may be reached at
author@su-spectator.com
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MARKETING SPECTACLES: AN OUT OF THIS WORLD ALBUM RELEASE
Shelby Barnes
Managing Editor
In July, 1969, Neil Armstrong was
the first man to walk on the moon.
Now, 49 years later, science has
reached all new heights. On Feb.
21, Towkio became the first rap
artist to drop his album from space,
which I think is an achievement of
astronomicalproportions.
Sharing his music to listeners
everywhere, Towkio sharedhis album,
WWW, from a helium balloon that
was 10,000 feet above earth. Music
publication the Fader reported that
this creative choice was inspired by
Towkio’s description of some songs
as creating the same sensation that
astronauts feel as they see Earth
from space.
I have complete respect for artists
who really get into their work and
attempt to present it in a fun, creative
way. What Towkio did was not only
a unique marketing tactic, but it also
calls to question how out of this world
artists must get in order to capture
their audiences’ attention in an age of
outrageous promotions spectacles.
Towkio isn’t alone in finding ways to
release music relevant to his eccentric
style. Taylor Swift, before dropping
her newest album “Reputation,”
THIS WEEKEND IN ART...
F1IIAY lATOMAY SMiAY
2018 SOUND OFF! WINNER MICAH SAWYER 2018 FOOD TANK SUMMIT (SEATTLE): COFFEE & CAMERAS: DOWNTOWN SEATTLE
WHERE: KSXU LOUNGE
GROWING FOOD POLICY WHERE: TOP POT DOUGHNUTS
WHEN- 7PM
WHERE: SEATTLE UNIVERSITY WHEN: 10AM%M
WHEN: 9:30AM-5:30PM
HONCHO PONCHO, GENDERS AND BIG BUDDY SAIL AWAY FROM FINALS
WHERE: THE AUDITORIUM § UHEIGHTS VERSING, DART0, HOOP AND
NAIR WHERE: THE CENTER FOR WOODEN BOATS
WHEN: 8:30PM WHERE: THE VERA PROJECT WHEN: 9AM-1PM
WHEN: 7PM
CAMPFIRE OPEN MIC NIGHT
WHERE: CAMPION GAME ROOM
WHEN: 8PM
18 ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
wiped all of her social media accounts
(which seemed to cause thousands
of social media thirsty listeners to
lose their minds). As her distraught
fans struggled to digest their shock,
Taylor came back swinging, using her
blank media accounts as a platform to
promote her newest creation.
Beyonce is another artist who
dropped some hot beats in a unique
way this past year. Like Santa sneaking
into your house on Christmas Eve,
Beyonce presented the gift ofher voice
in “Lemonade” with no promotion or
announcements following up to it in
what is called a surprise drop.
From Towkio to Taylor Swift to
Beyonce, the need for an eventful
album drop seems to be a rising
trend practiced by many artists today.
Why are promotional spectacles
so effective?
The outrageous accessibility of
online music, news and entertainment
keeps many users attracted towhatever
is the loudest or most absurd. I think
that maybe if the world stopped
buzzing around and just listened,
crazy space launch tactics wouldn’t
be necessary.
Shelby may be reached at
sbarnes@su-spectator.com
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HOW SPORTS NEWS IS ADAPTING IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
JordanKenison
Volunteer Writer
Sports are and always have been an
important facet of American culture.
As time has gone on, more and more
people have become invested in
the everyday undertakings of their
favorite athletes and teams. This level
of high demand for sports news—-
mixed with the rise ofthe smartphone
and instantaneous connection—has
paved the way for many different
outlets by which sports fans can stay
up to date in ways unimaginable in
previous decades.
Social media has become a mainstay
in terms of how sports fans get their
news. If there is an injury to one
of their favorite players or rumors
are swirling around before a trade
deadline, fans are able to get up-to-
the-second reports at the touch of a
finger. Whereas before the reader or
viewer was considered a memberof a
captive audience, the advent of social
media has forced a change in the way
sports broadcasting is conducted.
The power is literally in the hands of
the fans as they can seamlessly switch
between websites and platforms,
putting more pressure than .ever
before on big time players like ESPN
and FOX Sports to break the most
important or surprising news first.
Sophomore Antonio Ford prefers to
get his sports news from Twitter. “I can
get exactly what I want from Twitter.
I don’t have to sit through a football
report I don’t care about because I can
just choose what to view,” he said.
Sports ratings have continued to rise
because fans have so many different
outlets to choose from. “Sportscenter”
used - to be and is still widely
considered the best primetime sports
show. But the rise of other platforms—-
like YouTubeand Twitch—have made
primetime sports programming less
of a necessity for fans. Instead, they
can tune in with their favorite online
personalities and get their unfiltered
SPORTS
takes on the world of sports.
Unlike network programming,
independent creators on these
websites and podcasts are able to
speak without a filter. There is a
level of informality which people
can relate to, since it feels similar
to having a conversation with one’s
friends at a sports bar. The content
of many of these users is informative,
entertaining and offers a personable
flair that keeps people coming back
for more. There is a closer relationship
between the speaker and the viewer.
This way, the speaker’s personality is
able to draw people back just as much
their opinions.
For casual fans with busy schedules,
these various forms of online content
are far.more appealing. Aside from the
fact that ads on YouTube and Twitch
are far less interrupting than a typical
commercial break, the content of
online videos and blogs are condensed
and specific.
Sophomore Michael Spinney, a busy
sports and exercise major with a part-
time job, likes the fact that he can pick
and choose what sports topics interest
him rather than waiting for a specific
segment on a television show.
“It’s quicker. You can get a lot more
coverage on one story instead of a
show that focuses on multiple topics,”
he said.
To compete, ESPN and FOX Sports
have taken a page from podcast
formula. They have successfully
imitated this type of roundtable
conversation with talk shows like
“First Take” and “Undisputed,” in
which the hosts of the show formulate
opinions and debate one another
on different newsworthy sports-
related topics. Just like many online
personalities, the hosts of these shows
are not simply analysts or sports
experts; they too have large personas
that are entertaining and charm
the audience.
In fact, the majority of all sports
entertainment programming follows
this debate and discussion formula to
more directly connect with the viewer.
The ESPN show “SportsNation” has
gone above and beyond to include
the audience in their own viewing
experience. More than half of the
show’s topics are decided by viewers
who are able to vote for theirpreferred
news topics online.
Additionally, the show takes polls
from the audience, intending to
spotlight the viewer’s opinions on
the sports news topics of the day. The
show was made in hopes of attracting
a younger audience (ages 13 to 25) that
the channel has failed to attract in the
past—a demographic that has grown
up accustomedto the interconnectivity
of modern technology. The thought
process is that the more the audience
feels included, the more likely they
will come back and tune in.
Sports news as a medium is
becoming increasingly interactive to
keep up with our society’s impatient,
hyperactive sensibilities. And though
some may view the more modern
news and discussion outlets as a threat
to sports journalism, it should be
seen as the opposite. A healthy level
of competition forces sports news
publishers and broadcasters to keep
pushing the envelope on how to make
content better.
The editor may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
EMILY MOZZONE • THE SPECTATOR
19
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL MAKES SEATTLE U HISTORY
Caylah Lunning
Staff Writer
The Seattle University Women’s
Basketball team defied the odds and
punched their ticket to the big dance
for the first time in school history.
The No. 4 seeded Redhawks traveled
to Las Vegas for the Western Athletic
Conference (WAC) tournament,
where they made their way to the
championship game to claim the
WAC Champions title.
The women kicked things off
Wednesday, March 3 against
University of Missouri Kansas City
(UMKC), coming outwith avictorious
75-64 win against the Roos.
Senior Jacinta Beckley was pleased
with the team’s result. “It was super
exciting. We had expectations going
in [to the tournament] that we could
win. Accomplishing something that
we had been wanting to do this whole
time is awesome,” Beckley said.
The Redhawks were back in action
on Friday as they took on New
MEN’S BASKETBALL FALLS IN SEMI-FINALS OF WAC TOURNAMENT
Caylah Lunning
Staff Writer
The Seattle University’s Men’s
Basketball team travelled down to
Las Vegas for the Western Athletic
Conference (WAC) tournament.
Unfortunately, the odds weren’t in the
Redhawks favor as they fell in a close
semifinals game against New Mexico
State University.
Transfer graduate Jordan Hill was
happy to at least have the experience.
“I thought we came out and played
some good basketball. It’s unfortunate
that we came up short, I think we’re all
very
sad that we don’t have the chance
to play in the NCAA tournament, but
it was a great experience,” he said.
The men started things offThursday
night in the New Orleans Arena as
they took on the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV). Hie
Redhawks came out victorious,
capturing a 77-60 win, along with
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Mexico State for a chance to play in
the championship game. The women’s
basketball team was ready to play as
they pushed passed the defending
WAC Champions of the past three
years with a dominant 84-61 win.
Sophomore Kamira Sanders was a
central component to the attack as she
racked up 19 points. First year Kallin
Spiller followed close behind, putting
up 18 points. Redshirt senior Alexis
Montgomery added 16 points to the
scoreboard while Beckley helped her
team by contributing 11 points.
Junior Madeline Dopplick was also
excited about her team’s performance.
“We performed, simple as that.
Something clicked, and that was us.
We executed and had fun with it,”
she said.
With little rest, the Redhawks were
back on the court for a championship
game against University of California
Bakersfield this past Saturday. The
Redhawks fought until the very end,
where they barely squeezed by the
Road Runners with a nail-biting
their 20th win this season for the first
time re-entering into the Division I
stage since the 1963-64 season.
Transfer graduate Richaud Gittens
led the way for the Redhawks as he
added 17 points. Transfer graduate
Josh Hearlihy followed close behind
as he racked up 16 points for the
Redhawks. Redshirt junior Aaron
Menzies recorded 12 points.
“It’s a conference tournament, it’s
always a big stage to play on. It was
a great environment, we had a lot of
fans,” Gittens said. “Our team gave
everything they had, unfortunately we
came up short, but that didn’t show
how much we put into our season.”
Sophomore Morgan Means
acknowledged that the team left it all
on the court.
“We gave it our all, we put in a lot
of energy and effort last weekend.
Unfortunately, we did come up short,
but I don’t think that showed how
much we grew in that last weekend,”
57-54 win to claim the WAC title.
Sanders had a dominant tournament
performance after averaging 17.3
points, 5.3 rebounds and 4.0 assists
which would lead her to tournament
MVP honors. Montgomery earned
All-Tournament honors by averaging
13.3 points, 7.0 rebounds and
5.0 assists.
Head Coach Suzy Barcomb was
thrilled for the team.
“We just carried out our game plan,
we really did. We had a set plan for
UMKC, we had a set plan for New
Mexico State and then we had the
set plan for Bakersfield. The kids just
really carried out the scouts, they
really dialed in,” she said. “We just
executed incredibly well, it wasn’t
an exceptionally pretty game [the
championship game] but what do
you expect; it’s your third game in
four days.”
The Redhawks travel to Matthew
Knight Arena to take on theUniversity
of Oregon for the first round of the
NCAA Tournament. Tip-off begins
Means said.
The No. 4 seeded Redhawks
unfortunately came up short in the
semi-final game against New Mexico
84-79. This gave the Aggies the golden
ticket to the Championship game,
where they eventually took home the
WAC Championship title and will
play in the NCAA Tournament. Both
Hearlihy and Hill racked up a total of
23 points each. Gittens followed with
12 points.
Head coach Jim Hayford was
pleased with the team’s effort.
“The team has done great, and
they represented our school well. We
gave New Mexico State all they could
handle and were just a few plays away
from beating them. I’m excited that
we have more time together, and more
games that we get to play.”
The Redhawks season isn’t over
as the team will continue their post-
season in the College Basketball
Invitational Tournament this
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Alexis Montgomery’s impressive per-
formance earned her All-Tournament
honors
at 4:30 p.m. and will be shown on
ESPN2.
Caylah may be reached at
clunning@su-spectator.com
upcomingWednesday. The Redhawks
will host Central Arkansas at Connolly
Complex. Tip offbegins at 7 p.m.
Caylah may be reached at
clunning@su-spectator.com
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Richaud Gittens added 17points to the
men’s game againstUTRGV.
SEATTLE’S PLANS FOR NHL TEAM NO LONGER “ON ICE”
Alec Downing
Volunteer Writer
It is becoming increasingly likely
that Seattle will welcome a new
sports team to the city come 2020.
The city’s bid for a National Hockey
League (NHL) team continues, and
another step in the process is now
complete thanks to overwhelming
community support.
The NHL requires potential
expansion cities to hold a season
ticket drive in order to gauge the
potential fan base’s level of interest.
On top of this, the NHL stipulates
the season ticket drive must garner at
least 10,000 deposits.
On March 1 at 10 a.m., the group
responsible for Seattle’s NHL bid—-
the Oak View Group (OVG)—began
accepting deposits for season tickets.
Seattle reached the required 10,000
deposits within 12 minutes and
reached 25,000 deposits by noon
that same day. OVG stopped taking
deposits the following day once
they had reached 33,000. Due to the
overwhelming number of people
attempting to put down deposits,
the ticketing website crashed several
times and experienced significant
delays that day. Those who still wish
to obtain season tickets must now join
the waitlist.
Fans had the option to put down
either a $500 deposit per ticket for
regular season tickets or a $1,000
deposit per ticket for club seat season
tickets. Those who put down deposits
will receive a priority number which
will allow them to select the location
of their season tickets. All deposits are
refundable in the event that the NHL
does not grant Seattle a franchise.
In December of 2017, the Seattle
City Council voted 7-1 to approve
OVG’s plans to renovate KeyArena.
The plan will increase the arena’s
seating capacity. OVG will be privately
financing the $660million renovation
and hopes to start construction by the
end ofthe year.
With the season ticket drive, a
resounding success and the Pacific
Northwest’s hunger for hockey made
evident to the league, OVG has
brought Seattle one step closer to
obtaining the coveted NHL franchise.
If the NHL does accept OVG’s bid,
the group will have to pay the NHL’s
expansion fee of $650 million. This is
$150million more than whattheNHL’s
most recent expansion franchise—the
Vegas Golden Knight —paid to join
the league this 2017-2018 season.
The Vegas Golden Knights paid an
expansion fee of $500 million in 2016.
Itwas the largest expansion fee ever at
the time by a wide margin, with the
former record being just $80 million,
paid by the Columbus Blue Jackets
and the Minnesota Wild to join the
league in 2000. With the immense
success ofthe NHL as a whole and the
success of Vegas, the league will only
continue to increase the fee to join
the league.
In their inagural season, the Vegas
Golden Knights have shocked the
entirety of the NHL. Vegas currently
holds a 44-19-5 record, the best
record in the Pacific Division and
fourth-best in the league overall. It
is unprecedented for an expansion
franchise in hockey, or any American
professional sport for that matter,
to have this level of success in their
inaugural season. Vegas’ success may
provide a glimmer of hope for hockey
fans in the Pacific Northwest. Ifa team
does arrive in 2020, it is possible they
could follow in Vegas’ footsteps and
be contenders right from the start.
The Vegas Golden Knights
participated in an expansion draft
prior to the 2017-2018 season. This
expansion draft allowed Vegas to
select players from the existing 30
NHL teams in order to create their
roster. The 30 teams were allowed to
protect some of their players, but not
all fromthe expansion draft.
Teams and fans alike have been
critical of the rules, arguing it gave
Vegas an unfair opportunity to
create a successful team. Despite the
backlash, NHL commissioner Gary
Bettman has stated that if Seattle
does join the league in 2020, they too
will participate in such a draft with
the same rules as Vegas—more good
news for Seattle hockey fans.
Seattle’s potential hockey franchise
remains nameless. However, with the
season ticket drive completed this will
soon be up for further debate. OVG
recently registered domain names
for 13 potential team names. Some
names refer to Washington State
wildlife such as the Seattle Cougars
and Sockeyes. Some reference other
featuresofWashington State including
the Seattle Emeralds, Evergreens and
Rainiers. And still, others go without
a defining category like the Seattle
Renegades and Totems. The process
for selecting a name, and whether or
not and how public input will impact
the decision, is so far unannounced.
Dana Ellis, a third-year
Communications and Media major
with a specialization in Strategic
Communication, commented on the
list of potential team names. “I think
Seattle Totems would be a nice nod
to something unique to the Pacific
Northwest,” Ellis said.
As a Portland native, Dana has
been a lifelong fan of the Western
Hockey League’s (WHL) Portland
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Winterhawks. The WHL is part ofthe
Canadian Hockey League (CHL) and
is the highest level of competition for
junior hockey players. While she is
still intensely loyal to her WHL team,
she expressed her excitement at the
prospect of attending an NHL game
here in her adopted home.
“I would love to seehow NHL games
differ from the WHL games I’ve seen
before,” Ellis said.
Overall, it is an exciting time for
Seattle sports fans as well as Seattle
University Students, with KeyArena
only about two and a half miles from
campus. Though the team is not an
absolute certainty, if the season ticket
drive is any indication, the NHL will
not have any trouble filling seats.
The editormay be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
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BIG STAKES IN 2018 ELECTIONS
The 2018 midterm elections are setting up to be extremely important atboth the
state and the national level. It it is fairto say that the elections this Novemberwill
significandy shape American (and global) politics for the next decade or longer.
Considerable attention will be paid over the course of the coming year to
whether or not the Democrats will be able to wrest control of Congress from
the Republican Party. As of March 5th, there are 45 more Republican than
Democratic members of the House of Representatives. That means Democrats
will have to win a net of23 seats to take over the House. In attempting to do this,
Democrats will have to overcome the advantages ofboth district construction
(the median House district has a 4% Republican advantage) and incumbency.
In the upcoming election, Democrats will need to have a national advantage in
generic polls ofat least 7% to have an even chance to win control. In the Senate,
they are facing even longer odds. The way this year’s election cycle works out,
several Democrats will be running in states won by Donald Trump and the
few Republicans running for reelection are mostly running in relatively safe
Republican seats. While the December victory of Doug Jones in Alabama (as
well as the 2016 victory ofDonald Trump in the Presidential race) reminds us
never to take anything for granted, the path tovictory is narrow for Democrats.
These legislative races matter because they ultimately will determine whether the
Congress will trytohold the President accountable or whether they will serve as
a rubber stamp for the Presidents agenda.
At the state level, there will be 36 governorships and 87 out of 99 of the state
legislative chambers up for grabs. It cannot be understated how important these
state-level races are. Indeed, the victors of these state races will largely get to
determine what the districts look like following the 2020 census. Republicans
were able to engineer a tremendouspartisan advantage through gerrymandering
following their massive wins in 2010. IfDemocrats win in 2018, they will be in
a similar position to bake in a structural advantage for the next decade. Most
of the day-to-day matters (like education funding) are determined at the state
level, so even without the electoral implications these elections would represent
a significant opportunity to affect the future course ofthe nation.
In all of this, remember that voters are what matter most. The research is clear
that elected officials only listen to voters,and for the most part young people are
not voters. In the last midterm elections (2014), only 23.1% of 18-29 year olds
showed up to the polls. Ifyou do not show up, you have no ability to impact the
status quo. If you are happy with the way things are going in the country, stay
home in November. Ifyou want change, though, you must show up and vote.
—Patrick Schoettmer, Political Science Instructor
The Spectator editorial board consists ofNick Turner, Chris Salsbury, Shelby Barnes, Tess Riski, Anna Kaplan, Michelle Newblom, Haley Witt, Emily Mozzone, and Cam Peters. Signed
commentaries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those ofthe Spectator. The views expressed in these editorialsare notnecessarily the views of Seattle University.
OPINION
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editors,
Although I generally look forward to each new edition of The Spectator to see the
latest on students’ minds - there is a newspaper stand right by my department’s
office in the 1103 Building - I have to tell you I was greatly disappointed by the
frontpage of the most recent, March 7th, 2018 edition. In fact, I would go so far
as to say, “Shame on you.” except that I knowyou are not exploiting sensationalism
for profit. Even so, I felt more like I was picking up The National Enquirer, not
the well-measured student newspaper that I usually find The Spectator to be.
Granted, the fact that a person with a felony conviction ofsexual misconduct
with a minor was hired as a teacher at SU is disturbing. However, the Spectator
headline implies that the crime occurred after the faculty member joined the
SU faculty, and then was fired. In fact, as the Interim Provost’s e-mail (and the
article’s content) points out, thisAssistant Professor, at the time of hiring, revealed
his criminal history through self-disclosure as well as through the background
check he completed. To imply this person did otherwise is both inaccurate and
unfair. As unappealing as it may seem, even a sex-offender deserves to be
represented impartially.
The real news is here is the flaw in SU’s hiring process. However, the fact that
the universityhas been open about the problem and is taking steps to fix it is to
be commended.
—Heidi A. Beck, Instructor, English Language Learning Center
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ASK MAMA
MOZZONE
by Emily Mozzone
• Hey Mama, Ifeel overwhelmed by the amount of
• things I’m caught up in. 1feel like I’m stretching
myself too thin between hours ofschool work, an
internship, a couple jobs, and trying to remember to
eat (well). I’ve tried going tofitness/yoga classes but
I get stressedout once 1 'm done and back to reality.
What keeps you sane and worksfor you regarding
commitments and well-being?
A
Okay either you’re one of my friends calling me out
• right now or we’re twins in stress, haha. Here’s my
•
main list ofthings that keep me going:
Get a planner. A physical one you carry around. I divide
mine into 2 sections: things I must do that day (homework
assignments, shopping, laundry, etc.) and my schedule by time.
Check things off as you do them.
Forgive yourself ifyou didn’t get everything done. Sometimes
stuff falls through, and that’s ok. Move on.
You WILL make sacrifices. Decide what those are. For me,
I’ve sacrificed my social life — I used to see friends everyday,
now it’s more like twice a week. I used to play videogames 15
hours a week, now it’s more like 5.
Give yourself rest days. I always give myself one FULL day a
week where I do nothing. I go to the gym, watch movies, relax
alone or with friends. I leave the planner at home and forget
about responsibilities for a while.
Never stop striving for more. A better job, more education, etc.
Otherwise I struggle to see the point in pushing so hard.
Good luck, we’ll both need it, haha! Happy dead/finals week!
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LAYNE AHLSTROM • CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & SUSTAINABILITY
The Green Team and Facilities employees sort recycling as a part ofGarbology III: Revenge of the Compost.
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INTERESTED IN APPLYING TO BE A 2018
STUDENT COMMENCEMENT
SPEAKER?
Share.
Inspire.
ILeave your
legacy.
APPLY ONLINE AT TINYyRl.COM/YAiCBPCS
UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE APPLICATIONS
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